History in a Song


Your next big project will be finding a song that talks about historical events.  Now almost every song has something to do with history because they talk about people and events.  However, in this case it is important to choose a song that clearly talks about some important events which will make it easier to write about.  Mr. Race will give you a number of different examples that you could use but it will be more interesting if you find a song that you like.  As this is one of the long assignments that we do each marking period this will count a test grade in the book.  

Check List for Grading

	1.  Research Songs:  You must look at some different songs over break and pick one that you like.  Print the song lyrics out (easily found on the internet) hand it in 
	10pts /

	2.  Research the event in the song that you want to talk about.  Make sure you get several sources most of which can be found on the internet also remember your book is a good resource to use.  Research will be put in a work cited in the paper.
	10pts  /

	3.  Write the paper (format on back)  You will be able to hand in a rough draft to let Mr. Race correct to improve the final grade if you hand it in on time.
	80pts  /


Some song examples-  Each of these are songs that have easily identifiable historical meaning that would be excellent choices if you are stuck finding your own.

	Al Stewart- Roads to Moscow

Animals-  Sky Pilot 

The Band- The Night they Drove Old Dixie Down

The Band- Acadian Driftwood

Barry Sadler- Ballad of the Green Beret 

Barry McGuire- Eve of Destruction 

Bob Dylan-  The Hurricane 

Bob Dylan- Times are a Changen 

Bob Dylan- Jim Brown

CCR- Fortunate Son

CCR- Run Through the Jungle

Dion-  Abraham, Martin, and John

Donavan- The Alamo

Elvis- In the Ghetto

The Animals- San Francisco

Gordon Lightfoot- Edmund Fitzgerald 

Jerry Reed- Patches

Johnny Cash- Ira Hayes


	Johnny Horton-  Battle of New Orleans 

Lynard Skynard-  Sweet Home Alabama

Metallica-  One

Neil Young- Southern Man

Neil Young- Ohio

Neil Young- Rockin in the Free World

Neil Young- Lets Roll

Tennessee Ernie Ford-  16 tons

Gil Scott- The Revolution Will Not be Televised 

Billy Joel-  We Didn’t Start the Fire


Format for the Paper

Cover Page-  Name of the song and singer, your name, class period, date 

Paragraph One-  Intro your song and the historical event.  This must include the name of the song, who is singing it, and when it was made.  You also must give a little about what your historical event is going to be.

Paragraph Two plus-  Talk about your historical event.  You must cover your topic in enough depth that the event or time period is completely explained.  As an example if you are doing a song that has to do with the Vietnam War you have to get enough information to talk about why America went to war there, what was the war like, what happened during the war, what was America’s feelings about the war, and how did it end.  Remember this is the bulk of the paper and this needs to be well researched and cited.

Next Paragraph group-  Describe what the artist’s point of view is in the song they are singing.  As an example is the artist pointing out the problems America is having in the Vietnam War.  You must back your points up with quotes from the song and explain your view point.

Final Paragraph-  A conclusion where you wrap up your paper.  You must restate what your song is plus state why you think the artist is singing about this event.  

Work Cited-  You need to create a work cited so I know where you found your information.  This includes your song and all your sources you used to find your information for your event.  Remember the internet is a great resource if used correctly most songs you may want to use are explained somewhere on the net.  But you must also talk about the event which will probably be found on other sites.  

You will also to have to create a CD cover.  This will need to involve your artist, song, and historical event.  Take a look at other examples of CD cases to get some ideas but this should be very creative and eye catching.

Rough Draft will be due-  

Final Paper due-  

